
1

Cousins & Cousins Architects



2

Contents

Foreword

Practice Process  

Ethos

Selected Awards

Commercial & Mixed Use

John Street

Re:Centre

Bedford House

Queen Anne Street

Elysium Gate

Public

Homefield Park Glaze 

Fourth Plinth Pavilion

Residential

Highgate House

Elverson Road 

De Beauvoir House

Canonbury Park South

Fulham Road

Hall Gate

Hampstead Lane

5

7

11

13

15

27

33



3



4

Foreword

Cousins & Cousins is an award-winning 
London based practice working across the 
residential, commercial, mixed use, public 
art and cultural sectors. Our residential 
projects span one-off houses in the prime 
and super prime sectors as well as several 
multi-unit schemes.

Winner of BD Interior Architect of the Year 
2017 and finalist in the AJ Retrofit Awards 
2017, we also have extensive experience in 
delivering commercial retrofit, new-build and 
interior projects, and specialise working within 
challenging and constrained sites; radically 
adapting spaces for contemporary situations.
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‘Working with discerning clients with 
extreme demands requires a particular 
high calibre of designer. Cousins & 
Cousins have a depth of resource within 
their organisation who are experienced 
and knowledgeable, and with whom we 
have nurtured an excellent relationship.’

- Reza Baradaran-Azimi
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Process

Working with developers, investors, and private 
end-users, Cousins & Cousins employs a 
methodical, transparent and collaborative 
approach to building design, managment 
and procurement. Our approach has risk 
management and mitigation woven in at every 
stage, supplemented by rigorous monitoring 
and checking procedures, forming part of our 
IS0 9001 certification process. 

Projects flourish when delivered within these 
clearly defined boundaries, enabling designs 
to be pushed to the limits of what is possible 
within the restrictions imposed by budgetary 
and time constraints. Cousins & Cousins work 
closely with clients at every stage to develop 
schemes of the highest quality, providing 
strategic and innovative design solutions, 
expert craftsmanship and superior service.
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Facade Development
Elverson Road
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132B Fulham Road 
Design and Access Statement

Exploded Axo - Showing materiality build up of design 
             and how corten acts as a screening

Rooflights

Glazing

Core concrete 
structure of 
building

Corten 
‘wrapping’ 
around structure

Glazing to 
lightwells 

Concrete 
basement 
structure

Axonometric Technical Study
Fulham Road

‘Cousins & Cousins developed a 
design to meet all our goals. The 
finished result feels classically 
Victorian, consumes a small fraction 
of the energy it originally did – near 
to “Pasivhaus” standards – and is 
an absolute joy to be in.’

- Eunice Laurel & Hans Mehn (2017)
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Basement Construction 
West London
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Ethos

Cousins & Cousins is dedicated to providing 
an outstanding service to clients and a 
commitment to all team members in a 
collaborative, productive, responsible and 
positive manner that fosters trust through our 
work ethics and integrity. 

We aim to create architecture that is thoughtful 
and considered. We develop buildings that 
function as beautifully as they look; each a 
composition of rational spaces with purity 
of form, free from superfluous detailing. 
Our design process is collaborative and 
iterative, and we are continuously imagining 
and reinventing in pursuit of creative design 
solutions. We have an absolute commitment 
to achieve design excellence regardless of 
budget.

We encourage proactive leadership and 
maintain a democratic approach with a flexible, 
adaptive and collaborative hierarchy which 
provides a platform to improve and learn whilst 
creating fair opportunities for co-workers to 
grow in their careers and experiences.

We are a business-centred practice and aim to 
act ethically and thrive as proactive, fiscally-
responsive leaders in our field. 
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‘The new building is considered to be 
a fine example of a contemporary large 
detached dwelling of the 21st Century 
that would enhance the appearance of 
the conservation area and its setting.’

- London Borough of Haringey
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Selected Awards

2018
Finalist BD Interior Architect of the Year

2017
Winner BD Interior Architect of the Year
Winner Archiboo Web Awards
Finalist AJ Retrofit Awards

2016
Finalist Darc Awards
Finalist Archiboo Web Awards
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Commercial & Mixed Use
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John Street
Holborn, London

Area: 16,000 sqft
Client: GFZ Investments
Status: Complete

Formally the offices of Loot magazine, this 
Grade II listed building sought to include 
16 high spec apartments within the existing 
envelope and included the integration of a 
new rear façade, and roof level lightweight 
extension. 
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Traditional Georgian architecture meets 
exquisite contemporary detailing to 
create a synergy of styles that respect the 
provenance of the original building and 
surrounding streetscape
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Re:Centre
Thames Wharf, London

Area: 15,000 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Construction

Cousins & Cousins were appointed to 
develop and deliver a unique new style of 
wellness space on the riverfront in London’s 
Hammersmith. Formerly home to Architects 
Roger Stirk Harbour and Partners, this exciting 
new venture aims to provide a welcome 
sanctuary from the clutter and chaos of 
modern city life.
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Re:Centre will run a programme of inspiring talks, 
screenings, exhibitions, classes, performances, 
workshops and other events within a nurturing and 
restful space. Re:Centre aims to foster a sense of 
community and connection, in a space that offers a 
chance to rest, connect, learn, create and grow.
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Bedford House
Camden, London

Area: 1,500 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Complete

The Bedford House office fit out reworked 
an uninspiring 1960’s office floor plate and 
stripped it of all existing fittings to expose 
the original structure, and introduced a 
simple palette of materials. 
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Key materials included lime washed birch 
face ply joinery, metal framed meeting 
screening, dropped light fittings, and 
exposed shelving.
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Queen Anne’s Street
St James, London

Area: 77,000 sqft
Client: Henley Investments
Status: Feasibility

 Feasibility study for Henley Investments 
for the conversion of the existing office 
building in St James with views of the Houses 
of Parliament and St James Park into 34 
apartments. Proposals included the retention 
of two historic facades within the St James 
Conservation area, and the creation of a new 
build 77,000sqft apartment scheme behind.
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A unique roof top spa complex and 
swimming pool behind a sloped latticed 
south facing façade, will top out the 
development and provide for a distinctive 
apartment living experience.
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Elysium Gate
Parsons Green, London

Area: 35,000 sqft
Client: Uncommon
Status: Planning

Cousins & Cousins has been appointed to 
refurbish of the existing buildings and create 
an innovative workspace environment that 
moves beyond the office to offer a vibrant 
community to creative freelancers and 
flexible workers. 
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The addition of new build extensions to 
the existing building will complement uses 
which will support the primary use as office 
space, including café/canteen (A1 use), 
reception, meeting rooms and associated 
plant and servicing. 
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Public
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Glaze Pavilion
Homefield Park, Cambridgeshire

Area: 250 sqft
Client: GX Glass & Cambridgeshire Council
Status: In Construction 

Glaze offers a journey through a multitude of 
glass products that vary in size and colour, 
creating a walk through a visual wonder. The 
vibrant panels alternate between opaque and 
transparent, inspired by venetian Murano 
glass. A lightweight steel frame holds glass of 
different widths and finishes that draws the 
visitor towards the centre of the installation.
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Having featured in Clerkenwell Design 
Week 2015, the structure has finally found 
a new permanent home in Homefield Park, 
Cambridgeshire.
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Fourth Plinth Pavilion
Trafalgar Square, London

Area: 1,500 sqft
Client: Plinth UK
Status: Planning

Cousins & Cousins were invited to design 
a pavilion to accompany the unveiling if the 
2018 Fourth Plinth sculpture. ‘The Invisible 
Enemy Should Not Exist’ by Michael Rakowitz 
will be made of empty Iraqi date syrup cans, 
representative of a once-renowned industry 
decimated by the Iraq wars.
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The birth place of the date, a date palm, is the source 
of inspiration for Cousins & Cousins’s proposition; 
providing shelter for education programming and 
shared use.
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Residential
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Highgate House
Highgate, London

Area: 6,200 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Complete

Highgate House is built on a challenging 
site, set within the Highgate Conservation 
Area which is characterised by a distinct 
Arts and Crafts `Quennellian´ vernacular. Our 
design approach drew inspiration from the 
surrounding streetscape and the wider Arts 
and Craft movement to create a unique and 
contextual design.
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Highgate House is conceived as a contemporary 
interpretation of a double-fronted suburban villa, with 
the front façade referencing the predominately brick 
streetscape by matching the eaves, ridge and gable 
heights. At the rear of the property, a modern glazed 
mansard extends across the entire elevation with its 
sides clad in pre-patinated zinc cladding, juxtaposing 
the traditional brickwork gable. With views out across 
the garden to the landscape beyond, the partially 
shaded rear glazed elevation creates the perfect 
balance between openness and privacy.
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Elverson Road
Lewisham, London

Area: 2,000 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Planning

Cousins & Cousins propose to make an 
intervention on the site and create a new 
dwelling perfectly suited to the client needs. 
The first phase involves adapting the existing 
building to create a 5 bedroom home over 3 
floors by building a new roof extension and 
lowering the ground level.
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The new volumes contain large open plan 
accommodation with vertical voids and 
contemporary materials such as board-
marked concrete, rough-sawn timber, 
frameless glazing, feature planted walls, 
exposed brickwork and polished concrete 
floors. The new intervention is suspended 
between the existing and retained 
boundary walls. 
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De Beauvoir
Hackney, London

Area: 2,400 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Complete

De Beauvoir House comprises of a unique 
rear extension and refurbishment of a semi-
detached family home in Hackney, London. 
The client’s brief was to remodel and extend 
the property, creating a two story extension 
that harmonises the layout of the internal 
spaces, making them work for their growing 
family’s needs.
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The rear extension, a lightweight structural 
glulam timber insertion, frames a series of 
newly created modern spaces connected 
via a bespoke steel staircase.

Hackney Council praised the project for 
its ‘high quality lightweight design’ 
as well as being a ‘good example of 
contemporary design, incorporated into 
a traditional building form’.



43

Canonbury Park South
Highbury & Islington, London

Area: 2,800 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Complete

This project in North London saw the 
complete refurbishment, expansion and 
improvement of the four storey Georgian 
house. Extending to the rear of the property, 
the internal spaces were rationalised.
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A large open plan ground floor space, centred around 
a remodelled staircase allowed room for a generous 
kitchen, informal dining and family area, opening 
directly into the garden. The project paid extreme 
attention to the small details in replicating original  
Georgian features of the house, while implementing a 
strong contemporary finish throughout.
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The scheme implemented state of the art 
sustainable technologies, significantly 
reducing energy consumption to near 
Passivhaus standards - proving that green 
credentials don’t have to compromise 
design quality.
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Fulham Road
Kensington & Chelsea, London

Area: 2,020 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Planning

The proposal comprises the replacement of 
the existing building with the construction of 
a new contemporary single family dwelling, 
designed and built to an excellent standard, 
that is both inspired by and sympathetic 
towards its context. 
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The proposal represents an accomplished 
reinterpretation of the local vernacular 
which will enhance the area by replacing 
the dated existing building with a new 
family home of considerable architectural 
merit. 
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Hall Gate
St John’s Wood, London

Area: 2,260 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Complete

Cousins & Cousins Architects have 
refurbished, extended and embellished this 
three storey North London dwelling, creating 
a beautiful series of contemporary spaces 
from a modest 1960s terrace. 
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By excavating and extending using glass, 
the residents have been enveloped by 
nature in a new green wall and landscaped 
garden. Running from the basement up 
through the house is a new bespoke 
staircase. At times cast in concrete and 
worked from timber, this ribbon-like 
structure is complemented by slender 
black rails which are mimic the pendant 
lights above.
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Hampstead Lane
Highgate, London

Area: 7,500 sqft
Client: Private
Status: Planning

Our proposal replaces an existing 
nondescript 1960’s home on a prominent 
corner site between Hampstead Lane and 
Sheldon Avenue, surrounded by mature 
trees and a high brick wall to the garden. The 
property has views across Hampstead Heath 
towards the City of London. 
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Located on an unusual site with three exposed 
elevations, the buildings’ forms twist as they rise, with 
solid upper floors balanced on top of a glass base. A 
delicate interplay of public and private views respond 
to the intricacies of the site and capture a glimpse 
of the city which dictate the arrangement of form, 
materiality and fenestration.
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Cousins & Cousins Architects 
Bedford House
125-133 Camden High Street
London NW1 7JR

Telephone +44 (0)207 482 4009
Email info@cousinsandcousins.com
www.cousinsandcousins.com


